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Open ground to
those who come

Excerpt from the original score of the Hymn of the
University of Minho, in 1995, with lyrics by José
Manuel Mendes and music by Fernando Lapa.
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Openness and
Commitment

The idea of University developed by the
University of Minho (UMinho) is based on
the

centrality

of

research

for

the

qualification of teaching as well as for the
differentiation

of

the

interaction

with

society. That idea is supported by an open

UMinho is open ground

Institution committed to its values and
partners,

whether

learning

they

approaches,

in teaching and

every

time

more

diversified and benefiting from stimulating

are similar entities or social, economic and

cognitive

cultural stakeholders.

experiences,

including

those

arising from distance learning.

Such a distinctive stance, driven by UMinho’s
institutional

culture

and

its

Academic

Community believes, is vital to face the
challenges brought about by knowledge,
higher education and development in the
twenty first-century. In this context, as
domus of knowledge, UMinho is the open ground to all those who

It is open ground in the shared way science is made and made available,

want to participate in this vision and in its irrefusable construction.

following the more advanced practices of open access to publications
and scientific data, a movement which the University pioneered. Open

The University is both material and intangible heritage that belongs

science is a new paradigm in the production of knowledge and UMinho

to all: those who work on it on a daily basis – professors, researchers

will continue to be proactive in this domain.

and technical and administrative staff; those who nourish and renew
it – students; the society that brings meaning to its existence; and

It is open ground to the world and its citizens, students, researchers and

partners for the promotion of the applied dimensions of its mission.

lecturers, welcoming their ideological, cultural, religious and ethnic
differences, in an inclusive and warm embrace. It is always open and

UMinho is open ground for both people and knowledge. It is the ideal

attentive to students experiencing financial difficulties, ensuring that

locus for the blossoming of new ideas that are fostered by science

those constraints will not be an obstacle to higher education. It is open

and transdisciplinary understanding. UMinho is also the ground

and inclusive to people with special needs that will find the adequate

for benchmarks, ethics and values. It is the place of dreams that

infrastructures and the necessary monitoring for their academic

attract creative talent and enable the fusion between humanities,

activities on campus.

sciences and technologies in a unique context – the University.
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We have a commitment with the society and with its

Open to modernity, the University of Minho is anchored in the historic
roots of Portugal and of the Region that originated it.

progression to more advanced levels of well-being and

It is open to culture and sport, in their multiple expressions providing

We are committed to build a future we believe may be one

fruition

of

an

intellectually

stimulating

citizenship.

of hope. A future that knowledge and ethics will make safer,

and promoting them in the Academic Community and in society
at large.

more sustainable, supportive, and creative.

It is open to a fruitful interaction with the economy stakeholders,

In view of all this, UMinho is open to those who come [Chão
aberto a quem chegar], as José Manuel Mendes states in the

thus contributing to the production of wealth and employment

lyrics

through knowledge valorisation. UMinho is proud to be a key

of the Institution’s official Hymn.

development engine, for the quality of its graduates, and for the
solutions provided by its laboratories and innovation centres.

For all these reasons, it is our wish and hope that UMinho

By fruitfully interacting with both national and foreign companies,

will always remain open to those who seek knowledge

the promotion of the socioeconomic development becomes a reality.

so to build a better future.

António M. Cunha
Rector
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Open ground

10
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Institutional
policies

UMinho’s

commitment

to

the

policies

and

practices of open access to scientific knowledge
dates back to 2004, when the University signed
the Berlin Declaration and joined the group of
institutions pioneering this movement.

That was followed by the creation of the institutional repository,

The future of worldwide scientific production will see an increasing

RepositóriUM, and a comprehensive work to motivate the

development and generalisation of the practice of open access,

Academic Community, initially on a voluntary basis and, since the

particularly concerning the availability of data, as a result of its

1st of January 2011, mandatory to the teaching and research staff.

benefits to the scientific communities and the stipulations set forth

These initiatives were followed by the development of the

by funding bodies. In the future, we will also see a growing

necessary support infrastructure and by a strategy of participation

dematerialisation

in national and European projects for advanced solutions in this

information platforms.

area,

including

multi-institutional

integration

and

interoperability.

of

the

processes

and

the

integration

of

In this context, UMinho will heavily invest in the strengthening of
its policies of open access, in articulation with the FCT and its

This strategy was adopted by the different hierarchical levels of

European partners, especially in reliable methodologies for the

UMinho,

accreditation and availability of scientific data.

having

had a great involvement of the people responsible for the research
units.

In

operational

terms,

it

was

coordinated

UMinho is also involved in the automatic integration of the

and implemented by the Documentation Services, which are today

information

recognised

information system, in particular for the production of reports and

deposited

in

RepositóriUM

with

its

internal

in Europe as a reference in this field.

processes of evaluation.
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From RepositóriUM to
open science projects

Following

its

pioneering

approach

in

establishing

a repository and an institutional self-archiving policy, the University

UMinho’s activity has been focused on four dimensions. The

of Minho has been recognized as an institution of reference both in

first one works at infrastructure level, with scientific and

the open access and open science domains, not only at national level

technical coordination of RCAAP (Scientific Open Access

but also at the global scale.

Repository
of Portugal – www.rcaap.pt), the main national open access

The involvement of UMinho, through its Documentation Services, in

infrastructure, and participation in the coordination of the

a wide range of projects and initiatives (9 European projects – 7 FP7

OpenAIRE

and 2 H2020 – and 1 annually-renewed national project), playing a

Commission’s infrastructure that supports open access and

project

(www.openaire.eu),

the

European

leading role in some of them, epitomize one of the major axis of its

open data policies set out within the scope of the 7th

institutional action in this field, thus contributing to knowledge

Framework Program and Horizon 2020.

sharing among the scientific community and society in general and,
at the same time, to greater visibility and impact of the results
associated with the research carried out at the University.
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The second dimension is policy-led, with
special

mention

MedOANet

to

and

the

participation

PASTEUR4OA

in

(www.

pasteur4oa.eu) projects, which have actually
set forth recommendations and open access
policy models for science funding bodies and
research institutions alike.
The

third

training
to

area

and

is

associated

dissemination.

participating

in

In

the

with

addition

NECOBELAC

project, UMinho has also coordinated the
FOSTER

project

(Facilitate

Open

Science

Training for European Research – www.
foster.eu),

designed

to

disseminate

the

principles and practices of open access
and open science between researchers and other participants in the
European Research Area, through over 100 face-to-face actions and
25 online courses, attended by more than 6 300 people.
Finally, UMinho has been playing an important role in international
cooperation

and

alignment,

resulting

from

the active participation in the Confederation of Open Access
Repositories

(COAR)

and

the

promotion

of

Lusophone

cooperation, namely by supporting the establishment of repositories
in Mozambique, Cape Verde and East Timor.
In 2017 UMinho will participate in 3 new H2020 project –
OpenAIRE-connect,

FIT4RRI

and

FOSTERplus

(the

latter

coordinated by UMinho) – in this field, thereby continuing to
consolidate its commitment and work towards the promotion of
open science.
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Open science challenges:
UMinho answers

The University of Minho has assumed over the years
a pioneering role and a major role in the field of what is
now called “open science”.
The launching of initiatives such as the institutional
repository of the University of Minho (RepositóriUM),
with the objective of storing, preserving and allowing
access
in

to

the

digital

university’s

format,

or

the

intellectual
definition

production
of

“strong”

institutional policies on open access To scientific
production were striking for the affirmation of a new
way of understanding the circulation of scientific
knowledge and of new ways of structuring relations
between scientific communities and society.
The

path

opened

on

Open

Access

and

not

and

a

the

number

always
half;

by
in

the

Budapest

2002

has

convergent

in

In

any

during

of

higher

case,

Declaration

been
the

education

important

last

decade

this

period,

and

research

institutions, funding agencies, states and organisations
of
to

states
Open

that

Access,

Science,

and

constitute

movements,
regarding

thus
the

have
more
them

designing

committed

recently
as
a

production,

with

Open

unstoppable
new

scenario

distribution

and

appropriation of scientific knowledge.
The

future

of

the

affirmation

in

activity

inseparable

is

its

University,

different
from

axes
the

way

its
of
it

will position itself in this new scenario.
14
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Consideration of research data as an area that has evolved

The Open Science will increase the visibility of the research

orientations and practices from various levels towards open access

developed in the institution and will guarantee the preservation of

sharing poses new challenges and demands new requirements that

the intellectual memory of the University.

the University can not ignore. The formulation of institutional policies
in this field, the identification and construction of the necessary

In this perspective, the valuation of the Institution’s responsibility

infrastructures, the definition of the data management services to be

towards citizens is certainly not of minor importance. Open-ended

made available are elements of a strategy that is under development,

science has an enormous potential for structuring new forms

ensuring that UMinho in this area can continue to maintain a

of relationship between the institutions that produce scientific

prominent position. It will also maximize the economic and social

knowledge and society, in particular by providing tools that allow

impact of research, fostering innovation and knowledge transfer for

multiple agencies and actors to reflect informally on the adequacy of

the development of new products and services, and addressing the

research, often financed by it, with the values

major societal and environmental challenges we face today.

societies, open and democratic.

and needs of our

12

Open in all dimensions
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Education for all

Throughout 2016, the courses offered by UMinho
were in high demand. As far as initial training is
concerned, the University achieved the highest
completion

rate

of

vacancies

available

in the first phase of the CNA (98.4%); a total of
3.571 new undergraduate and integrated masters
students entered UMinho in 2016-17, about two
hundred more than in the previous school year. The
opening of the Degree in Criminology and Criminal
Justice contributed to this on a positive basis, by
bringing added value to the University’s educational
offer.

Following the approach aimed at promoting
academic merit, the University pursued its policy
of

awarding

excellence

grants

to

the

best

students of each year from each initial training
course. This initiative contributed to reinforcing
the

role

of

stakeholders

and

civil

society

organizations in this field, by increasing the
number of grants awarded to UMinho students.
The University’s internationalization policy in
the field of education led to strengthening the
Institution’s

Similarly, the University has continued to pay
particular attention to the recruitment of its
students: 200 of the best students from secondary
and private schools attended a special training
program promoted by UMinho, in order to raise
their

awareness

towards

the

reality

of

the

institution.
The dissemination of the Institution’s educational
offer was also a major stage during the 2nd edition
of the Education and Training Fair, held in
Guimarães,

promoted

by

the

University

attractiveness

of

international

students and students under academic mobility
programs, as well as the expansion of training
modalities in association with the corresponding
higher education institutions in other countries.
Finally, the inauguration of the UMinho Library
in Azurém has managed to add new spaces and
new resources to those already on offer, thereby
significantly improving the working conditions
available for students, teachers and researchers.

in

collaboration with the municipalities of the region.
The creation of the ObservatoriUM embodied the
Institution’s

concern

towards

knowing

the

academic pathways of its students, so as to prevent
such phenomena like school failure and dropout
rates.
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Research for the future
UMinho is a complete University that assumes a permanent
ambition to become an open space for the creation of knowledge
and innovation, that is both relevant and international. Today, it
is clearly a Research University. That fact is reflected in the
position obtained in the main international rankings. The increase
in the number of scientific publications, citations, and of the
several scientific outputs, throughout the years, is also much
evident.

UMinho has been capable of increasingly raising large European
The

research

developed

aims

to

respond

projects, on the scope of Horizon 2020 programmes, including

to challenges of a World more and more global, producing and

the European Research Council (ERC), assuming the leadership

disseminating new knowledge, and reinforcing the needed

of numerous large projects and being the only University that

collaborations and the participation in international initiatives,

coordinates projects in all of the existing measures under the

always with the goal of generating multiplying effects in the

Widening

scientific, socioeconomic and cultural development of the Region

participates in every international partnership launched by the

and the Country.

Portuguese government and is involved in several projects of

program

of

the

European

Commission

(EC).

It

The main area of action of UMinho is the European Research Area

bilateral collaboration with the most diverse regions of the globe,

(ERA),

without

any

while also being very active in projects of cross-border cooperation

way,

the

with

and of the Euro-Atlantic programme. The international activity did

diminishing,
focus

in

or
the

depreciating
interaction

in

the Community of Portuguese-speaking Countries (CPLP) and the

not

dynamic promotion of activities in other geographies.

implementation of UMinho in its Region and in the Country and the

diminish,

on

the

contrary,

it

reinforced

the

strong

relevance of its research for the Regional and National policies.
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Interaction for
development

The University of Minho is actively involved in more than 150
strategic

partnerships

governmental

with

agencies,

companies,

business

municipalities,

associations,

NGOs

and other organisations from the civil society. These
partnerships

are

part

of

a

cooperative

process

that

accelerates the circulation of knowledge among all the
stakeholders, allowing for a more effective transformation of
knowledge into new technologies, products and services. The
open innovation ecosystem that UMinho has been jointly
developing with its partners aims to contribute to a more
competitive and sustainable economy as well as a better
society.

Entrepreneurs, political leaders or NGOs are present at the campi, on
a daily basis, attending workshops, developing R&D&I projects or
consultancy contracts. UMinho technological interface units and
industrial laboratories, such as Done Lab, sponsored by Bosch Car
Multimedia, are based in the campi. PhD students develop their
projects in an industrial environment and firms, such as Altice and
DST, fund Chairs. These multiple forms of collaboration allow for a
privileged understanding of economic and societal challenges, and
for innovative solutions. This strong interaction between researchers
and society fosters a dynamic innovation ecosystem and an
entrepreneurship culture.

16

Culturally diverse

The production and dissemination of cultural activities
are also important vectors of the concept of open
institution in which UMinho is bet. In fact, the cultural
dimension is intrinsic to our educational project as well
as one of the most effective ways of achieving a oneto-one interaction with society.
Cultural affirmation is developed in different ways and
by different entities, consubstantiating an open and
multifaceted approach in terms of origin, typology and
content.

17

It is in this context that UMinho
assures a permanent activity, and a true
public service, through some of its
cultural units, namely the Braga Public
Library, the Braga District Archive, the
Nogueira da Silva Museum and the
Monção House Museum. Which was
crossed by the continuous emergence of
a multiplicity of proposals originating
from: organic units, other cultural or
differentiated

units,

such

as

the

Biblioteca Lúcio Craveiro da Silva, in
partnership with Braga City Council;
the University Orchestra; Or student
initiatives, through its cultural groups
of the University Radio.

The Cultural Council coordinates the activity of cultural units
and

integrates

the

University’s

offer

in

this

field.

The Autumn Festival, organized annually in October, has
been affirming itself as a moment of crossing of cultural
experiences, from internal and external productions.
During 2016, UMinho concluded the process of construction
and installation of the new building of the District Archive of
Braga, which should be open to the public briefly,
significantly improving the service provided by this structure.
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The Landscape Laboratory promoted

Câmara Municipal de Guimarães

a “Greenweek” in Guimarães

OH! Encounter of Performing Art Schools, organised by
students and teachers of the Bachelor’s degree in Theatre

Second Cultural Week Convergences
Portugal/Galicia promoted activities in
Braga, Santiago de Compostela, and Padrón

19

Concerts held at Vila Flor Cultural Centre and at Theatro
Circo to celebrate the 42nd anniversary of the University of
Minho

The Cultural Council presents the “FORUM”
Magazine at the Noble Hall of the Rectorate

Confucius
Institute
commemorates the Chinese New
Year

Exhibition “Bojador” by Ana
Monteiro, held at Nogueira da Silva
Museum

Tuna Afonsina

Concert by Eric Revis Trio, within the cycle
“Jazz with RUM”, organised by the Cultural
Council and by the Radio of the University of
Minho (RUM)

XII Cidade Berço – Festival of
Academic Musical Groups (Tunas), in
Guimarães

21

Exhibition “Umberto Eco
(1932-2016)”, held at the
Braga Public Library

Fachada Principal foto usada no livro

Presentation of the book “O Theatro e a
Memória” that marked the centennial of
Theatro Circo. This initiative involved the
Braga Public Library and the District Archive of
Braga.
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Several bands performed
at
Enterro
da
Gata
Xutos&Pontapés, Dengaz, Gabriel
O
Pensador,
Richie Campbell,
Agir, Rui Veloso, among others
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Associação Académica da Universidade do Minho

XXVI FITU Bracara Avgvsta
International Festival of
Academic Musical Groups
(Tunas),
integrated
in
the program celebrating
Braga
2016 – IberoAmerican Youth Capital

The exhibition “Media & Digital Art
Exhibition” gathers the work done by the
students of the Master’s Degree
in Technology and Digital Art

XIV Vozes Sobre a Cidade, a concert by
the Academic Choir of the University
of Minho held at Bom Jesus do Monte

Recital “Um bilhete para mudar a
vida”, held at Nogueira da Silva Museum

Câmara Municipal de Braga

The Radio of the University of Minho
celebrates its 27th anniversary by organising
concerts by Samuel Úria, in Braga and in
Guimarães
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The Braga Public Library celebrates its
175th anniversary with three exhibitions,
such as the exhibition “Silêncios: uma
exposição para ler” by Ana Carneiro

Collective painting exhibition “6M”,
held at the House Museum of Monção

Textile Tower, a project that involved the platform
Fibrenamics, was on display in the Contextile – Contemporary
Textile Art Biennial
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José Caldeira
Noite Branca invades the Rectorate of the University of
Minho, the Braga Public Library, and Nogueira da Silva
Museum with several cultural initiatives

Collaboration with the 26th Festival
Encontros da Imagem: exhibition “Not in
your face” by Susan Barnett, held at the
Convent of S. Francisco, in Real, Braga

Exhibition “Escritos do Mar
da China” by Manuel Correia,
held at Nogueira da Silva
Museuma

29

Baroque soirée by the Calouste Gulbenkian
Music Conservatory (Braga), held at the
Medieval Room of the Rectorate, within
the initiative “Braga Baroque”

The
exhibition
“O
desenho
dos
Desenhos”
gathers
the
best
works
done by the students of the Integrated
Master’s Degree in Architecture

Concert by the Orchestra
of the University of Minho,
with
a
Latin-American
repertoire and the presence
maestro
of
Gerardo
Estrada, held within the
Autumn Festival, at Braga
Parque

27

The Victor de Sá Contemporary History Prize
was awarded to Márcio Barbosa

The Recreational and Cultural Association of University of
Minho (ARCUM) celebrates its 25th anniversary at Theatro Circo

Theatre students present a play about
refugees, under the theme “Once Upon a
Weekend”
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Associação Académica da Universidade do Minho

The Students’ Union of the
University of Minho (AAUM)
celebrates its 39th anniversary with
a concert by “Best Youth”, held at
the Medieval Room, in Largo do Paço

Exhibition “Cores da Vida”
by Aurora Fernandes, held at
the
House
Museum
of
Monção

29

Scale model of the urban regeneration of
the Toural Square, São Dâmaso Avenue
and Santo António Street, in Guimarães, on
display at the Akademie der Künste, in Berlin

Confucius Institute organises a tea
ceremony and tasting of moon cakes
at Nogueira da Silva Museum for
teachers of foreign languages

University of Minho – 2017
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School of Architecture
www.arquitetura.uminho.pt

Universidade do Minho
Braga – Guimarães

School of Sciences

Portugal

www.ecum.uminho.pt

School of Law
www.direito.uminho.pt

School of Economics and Management
www.eeg.uminho.pt

School of Engineering
www.eng.uminho.pt

School of Medicine
www.med.uminho.pt

School of Psychology
www.psi.uminho.pt

School of Nursing
www.ese.uminho.pt

Institute of Social Sciences
www.ics.uminho.pt

Institute of Education
www.ie.uminho.pt

Institute of Arts and Humanities
www.ilch.uminho.pt
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UMinho submits Sustainability Report
The Sustainability Report

dates from 2014 and has been prepared following

the guidelines of the Global Reporting Initiative, with a greater level of coverage
within the field of In Accordance – Comprehensive. UMinho has been the first
Portuguese university to carry out this report, in accordance with the G4
Guidelines, and the sixth worldwide. The session took place on the 28th of
January and had the participation of 2007 Nobel Peace Prize, Mohan
Munasinghe.

01

2016
January

Fernando Alexandre as Pro-Rector
of UMinho
Fernando

Alexandre

is

an

Associate

Professor with the Department of Economics
of the School of Economics and Management
and researcher at the NIPE research centre
(Economic Policies Research Unit) of the
University of Minho. He took office on
the 8th of January as Pro-Rector being
his main purpose to Value Knowledge.
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Constitution of the Psychology
Association of the University of Minho
The project results from a straight cooperation
between UMinho and the municipalities of
Braga and Guimarães, whose purpose is the
technical

and

scientific

along

with

the

educational development in this area. These
partners will be facilitating entities of the
access

to

priority

targets

of

psychology

intervention, by drawing the attention to
its citizens needs and potentialities.

Transition of UMinho into a foundation

The

decree-law

establishing

UMinho

as

The management of the Universidade do
Minho Academic Association takes office
a

public

foundation of private law was published on January,
13th. From this date onwards, the Minho Academy will
gain not only management autonomy, but will also get
a greater capacity to fulfil its mission as a University.

The new governing bodies of the Academic Association
were

inaugurated,

Bruno

Alcaide,

of

the

Master

in Administrative Law and sole candidate for the
elections of this student association, was elected.

34

42nd Anniversary of the Universidade do Minho
The ceremony took place on the 17th February at the Salão Medieval of
Largo do Paço, counting with the presence of the Minister of Science,
Technology and Higher Education.
Manuel Heitor came to UMinho to discuss science, technology and
higher education, showing new guidelines of the Ministry in these
areas. The commemorative concerts were held in Braga and
Guimarães on the 15th and 16th, respectively.

02

2016
February

II Alumni Conference with Manuel Cabral
and Gene Grossman

The Minister of Economy, Manuel Cabral, and
Gene

Grossman,

economist

of

worldwide

reputation and lecturer at Princeton University,
discussed the challenges of the new globalisation
era. The conference “The New Globalization:
From Trading Goods to Trading Tasks” took
place during the II Dinner-Conference of the
UMinho Alumni Community.

35

Rui L. Reis elected member of the U.S. National
Academy of Engineering (NAE)

The appointment is considered a lifetime or
a

professional

career

recognition

and

honours those who have made outstanding
contributions

to

engineering

research,

practice, or education in the fields of
engineering. The scientist of the UMinho is
the first member from Portugal to be
elected

in

the

National

Academy

of

Engineering.

Start-up wins Agriculture National
Prize
The

National

category

of

Agricultural
New

Prize,

Businesses,

in

has

the
been

awarded to ‘Fórmula d’Avó’, a start-up
linked

to

the

Centre

of

Biological

Engineering. The award ceremony had the
participation of the Minister of Agriculture
Capoulas

Santos.

The

company

Fórmula

d’Avó was founded in 2012 and works in the
development of traditional pastry products.

36

António Costa in the innovation
agreement between UMinho and
Bosch
The Prime Minister formalized the 2nd
phase

of

UMinho.

the

research

Considered

project

strategic

Boschfor

the

country, this project is focused on the
development

of

future

mobility,

solutions

for

estimates

a 55 million Euro investment and the
registration

of

22

new

patents

until

2018. Based on the previous project, 13
patents have been submitted in 2015.

03

2016
March

Scholarships and Merit-based
Grants in Civil Engineering

International Conference – Children, the City and
Citizenship

Almost fifty students of the integrated master’s degree in Civil
Professionals from the research areas of Sociology of Childhood,

Engineering

Geography,

Sciences,

equivalent to the annual tuition fee, besides the proposition of

among others, promoted the knowledge and the analysis about

internships and double certificate. The initiative of cooperation with

the perceptions and representations of children in the city,

engineering companies, civil and public works at national level will

urban public policies, organisation of spaces, urban services

be extended for a period of three years and aims to attract young

and equipment for children, children rights in urban space.

talents and captivate their interest for this area.

37

Architecture

and

Urbanism,

Educational

were

granted

a

scholarship

of

monetary

value

RoboParty
The main attractions of the 9th edition of this initiative were the
robots that competed in dancing, races and manoeuvres with
obstacles tests, apart from other sports activities. The event is
organized by the Department of Industrial Electronics of UMinho, a
spin-off of SAR and Bot’n Roll, which counted with 570 participants.

Best Students in UMinho
About 170 of the best students of the
second-grade schools and colleges of the
region

took

part

in

a

special

training

program developed by UMinho. The 11
Schools

and

Institutes

of

the

UMinho

incorporated these students of excellence
into workshops, lab classes and research
teams.

Fund raising Committee

The Committee’s activity has developed in the sense of giving
support to the UMinho as far as its investment plans were
concerned, namely trying to reassure fund raising alternatives for
some of the projects integrated within the strategic plan UMinho
2020, as well as simultaneously guaranteeing a close relationship
with society in general, keeping an institutional strategy of direct
participation and commitment of both social and economic agents
and stakeholders in the achievement of the mission of the University.
The first meeting of the Committee was held on March, 17.

38

04

2016
April

VI Health Olympics
The competition achieved a record number of 340 participants
of the secondary high schools of 14 cities. Students have tested
their knowledge and lab skills in ten-minute experiences,
going through 12 working posts. The assessment of scientific
skills was made through practical exams, by applying methods
used in the integrated master’s level in Medicine at UMinho.

2nd edition of 4U Minho –
Educational and Training Fair

The

event

scientific,

included
cultural

conferences,
and

sports

workshops
presentations

as

well as various attractions, as the Bosch driving
simulator, intended for schoolchildren and teachers of
the elementary and secondary school grades, parents
and

guardians,

school

counsellors,

university

community and the public. The event took place
at
65

the

Pavilhão

exhibitors

Multiusos

had

their

in

Guimarães,

booths

and

about 8 500 visitors over these three days.
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and

where

welcomed

The Consortium UNorte.pt presents
the results of its first year of activity
The Consortium UNorte.pt looked for future
developments

within

the

international

promotion

of

to

the

increase

country

as

a

Northern

strategies
joint
Region

destination

of

activities,

for

of

the

higher

education and reinforce the relationship between
strategies
within

and
the

enhancement;

scope
developing

infrastructures
of

knowledge

entrepreneurship,

intellectual property management and attraction
of foreign investment.

International Congress of
Optometry and Vision Science

The main event of the Vision Sciences in Portugal has
been brought to UMinho since 2004 by reputable
lecturers and a vast scientific program, including free
communications, presentation of clinical cases in
posters and conferences, among others. The event
has gathered more than 500 professionals of this
area.
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40 years of the Constitution of the Portuguese Republic
The School of Law organized the 3rd International Conference entitled “Direito na
Lusofonia” (Law in the Lusophone context), which was designed to reflect upon the
connections among countries that share with Portugal a cultural, linguistic and
legal heritage. Diogo Freitas do Amaral, lawyer and politician during the
transitional period into democracy in Portugal, also came to UMinho to lecture an
Open Class on Constitutional Law.

The Committee of the Assembly of the
Republic met with UMinho Researchers

The meeting held with researchers of the
School of Psychology was also participated

2016
May

05

by members of parliament, councilmen,
and professionals linked to child and
youth protection and present the project
“Development of children between 0-6
years old in residential care and the
corresponding quality of care provided”,
coordinated by Professor Isabel Soares.

Convento de São Francisco de Real to UMinho
The signature of the lending contract and the handover of the keys of the Convento
de S. Francisco de Real to UMinho took place on the 5th of May. The building, a
space of liaison between history and future, opened to research and to culture, will
be reclassified and refurbished and will host the Unidade de Arqueologia
(Archeology Unit) of UMinho.
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Alumni of UMinho create “eBay” of Biotechnology
The first sales website for biotechnology and life sciences has been developed by two former
Biotechnology students of UMinho. The BiotechZone start-up is an effective response to
scientists who need to rapidly purchase laboratory products and services, so as to fill the
present gap between Biotechnology and Internet.

Scholarships for Excellence

Science Festival 2016
The 6th edition of Festa da Ciência (Science
Party) was organized by the School of
Sciences with an aim towards developing

The UMinho distinguished 174 students

a set of activities to promote Science,

with a Merit Certificate, equivalent to a

with workshops, hands-on sessions, 3D

pecuniary scholarship and identical to

constructions,

the annual tuition fee. Eligible were the

lectures

students who initiated in 2015/16 with

preschool,

final average grades equal or higher

schoolchildren. During three days, more

than 16, in the first phase of the national contest of access and as first option, and

than 800 students had the opportunity to

those who concluded the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th years of their degrees.

experiment, explore and contact the world

and

contests,
exhibitions

elementary

competitions,
addressed
and

to

secondary

of knowledge and science.

Jaime C. Sousa presides International Primary Care Respiratory Group
The School of Medicine professor was appointed president of the Group, being the first time a
Portuguese citizen assumes leadership of this entity. This appointment strengthens the position
of the Portuguese General and Family Medical Practice in a worldwide network that brings
together specialists of more than 30 countries.
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NEMUM

Toy Hospital in Barcelos
About fifty students of the School of Medicine, as well as Nursing and
Basic Education Schools took part in the creation of a hospital, at the
small scale of the little ones. Children took their “sick toy” to the
doctor. The purpose is to bring children closer to the hospital
environment and help reducing anxiety, which so characterizes these
early ages.

06

2016
June

II Annual Meeting of
Spin-offs of UMinho

This joint initiative of UMinho and TecMinho allowed the sharing of

Council Prizes of the
Year Portugal 2016

experiences, challenges and opportunities among companies, as well
as to publicly disclose their activities, skills and overall targets. The
program gave a special importance to entrepreneurship and the
relevance to invest in the Region, as well

The ‘Prémios Município do Ano’ Galla Prize Awards took place on June

as internationalization,

human resources management and funding.

3rd at the Forte do Beliche, Vila do Bispo, Sagres. The organisation of
the event was of UMinho responsibility, through a UM-Cities Platform,
in cooperation with the municipality of Vila do Bispo. In 2016, 93
applications were submitted, following 66 and 81 of both preceding
disclose the good practices as far as Portuguese municipalities
initiative projects are concerned.

43

Câmara Municipal
de Vila do Bispo

years, respectively. The purpose of the context is to acknowledge and

Close Cooperation between UMinho
and Luso-American Development
Foundation

UMinho Researcher wins European Prize in Child Obesity

Rafaela

Rosário,

from

the

School

of

Nursing was distinguished by the EASO –
European Association for the Study of

UMinho

Obesity, in Gothenburg, Sweden, for her

with FLAD for the support of partnerships,

investigation evaluating the impact of an

research projects and interchange between

intervention programme in the habits and

the School of Medicine and Sidney Kimmel

behaviours

of children of the elementary

school.

Medical

signed

a

College.

cooperation

The

protocol

memorandum

acknowledges the potential of international
academic and scientific cooperation. In April,
another protocol was signed for the creation
of a PT-FLAD Chair in Intelligent Cities and
Governance.

UM Professor appointed director of the MIT-Portugal Program
Pedro Arezes, from the School of Engineering, took over the direction of
the MIT-Portugal Program. The announcement was made at the annual
conference that marked the ten years of the Program and addressed its impact
on training people, scientific and technological developments and society as well
as applying knowledge to new areas with economic and social impact.

4

Summer at the Campus 2016

The 9th edition of ‘Verão no Campus’ (Summer at Campus) was held
in Braga and Guimarães and opened its doors to approximately 450
students of the high school level. This edition also welcomed students
from Brazil, France and China. All in all, 25 activities were carried out which promoted culture

IdeaLab celebrates 15 editions

and science amongst youngsters, helping them in their options before getting to high level
education.

TecMinho celebrated 15 editions of the

2016
July

07

Laboratório

well
of

Quanta Lab – Laboratory for Science, Technology
and Quantum Materials
Science,

Technology

and

Higher

Education, Manuel Heitor, presided the ceremony of the
signature

of

the

memorandum

of

understanding

concerning the creation and installation of the Quanta Lab,
the first laboratory of cooperation between UMinho and
the International Institute for Nanotechnology, which will
explore emerging properties of quantum materials.
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Negócio

regards the constitution of companies as
as

in

the

professional

the entrepreneurs.
by

512

supported,

102 new jobs.

of

de

since its implementation, both in what

ideas

Minister

Ideias

impact of this initiative in the market

been

The

de

(Business Ideas Lab), disseminating the

225

careers
business

entrepreneurs
which

have

gave origin to

UMinho among the best in
Europe when it comes to
University Sports

The Eleven Football Team of UMinho is the first Portuguese team to
win a European Championship in this discipline. In the same
European Championship, in handball, the men’s team won the bronze
medal.
in

Thanks

these

the

to

and

second

the
other
best

athletes’

brilliant

performance

events,

UMinho

has

been

university

in

European

campus sports in 2016.

International Congress on
Structures and Architecture

II Portuguese-Brazilian Seminar on Child Education

The

School

of

Architecture

was

awarded

the

3rd

edition of ICSA2016, considered the highest and most

This Seminar came from the necessity to discuss the models of teacher

prestigious award of its kind all over the world. The

training, the cultures of childhood and the participation of children in the

programme, that brought along a few novelties in the

various contexts and activities for their age group. Another point was to

development, conception and construction of structures,

implement interchange among professionals playing roles in different

had a participation of about 300 people from 40 different

contexts of children education, trying to promote well-being, citizenship and

countries and approximately 200 speakers, including

childhood cultures.

James

O’Callaghan,

designer

of

the

iconic

and

increasingly innovative Apple’s structural glass stairs
and storefronts.
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2016
August

World University Karate
Championship
There is Science in Town
The School of Sciences, one of the organizers of the ‘Noite Europeia
dos Investigadores’ (European Researchers Night) has promoted the
cycle “There is Science in Town”, whose activities, open to the
public, took place between July and September in several locations
in the city of Braga. The participants had the opportunity to talk
about nanotechnology, take a guided tour up to the sky and discover
the importance of preserving biodiversity.
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UMinho

organized

the

World

University

Karate

Championship between 10th and 13th of August in Braga,
welcoming more than 500 athletes from over 50 countries.
This 10th edition of the event has been the first carried out
in Portugal and the 22nd World University Championship
in this country, showing the internationalization strategy
of the local university sports spirit.

UMinho Stands out in
international rankings

UMinho continues to stand out in the main international
rankings, namely Scimago Institutions Rankings
and Center for World University Rankings

Opening up of the Degree in
Criminology and Criminal Justice

(CWUR). In the former UMinho raised almost
200 positions since 2010, whereas in the
latter it raised 76 positions in two years.
Also for the very first time, UMinho entered
the ARWU, better known as the “Shanghai
Ranking”, remaining among the 500 best

The

educational institutions in the world. This

and Criminal Justice brings together the

academic

ranking, one of the most prestigious in the

competences of both Law and Psychology

world, annually assesses 1 200 universities.

Schools as well as of the Institute of Social
Sciences,

degree

coordinating

in

Criminology

knowledge

and

methods within these disciplines to know
and explain the definition of crime, offender,
victim, criminal justice, control devices and
phenomena of social reaction to crime, aimed
at

raising

student’s

awareness

towards

developing a critical and reflexive attitude.

International
Academy
Engineering in UMinho

for

Production

The 66th general assembly of CIRP, whose organisational committee
has been presided by Goran Putnik, of the Department of Production
and Systems, gathered at UMinho and CATIM (in Oporto), acting
as elected hosts, approximately 700 participants coming from the five
continents. CIRP is the globally most prestigious international
institution in whatever relates to Production Engineering and the
members of the academy are the most respected scientists in this field.

Nobel Prize in Physics
at UMinho

Arthur McDonald, 2014 Nobel Prize
in

Physics,

participate

visited

in

the

UMinho
20th

to

National

Conference on Physics and in the
26th

Iberian

Summit

for

the

Teaching of Physics. Among various
subjects,

were

discussed

centenary

the
of

the General Theory of Relativity,
the

discovery

of

Gravitational

Waves and Neutrino Oscillation.

09

2016
September

Alumni Meeting

The ‘Encontro Caixa Alumni’ was held on the 17th
September, at Paços dos Duques de Bragança, in
Guimarães. The motto was “History with Future”,
transmitting the legacy idea and invoking advance
technology

and

evolution.

This

third

edition

gathered about 700 Alumni, retrieving memories and
strengthening their connection with UMinho.
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NEMUM

“Aldeia Feliz” supports the elderly of PenedaGerês
The ‘Núcleo de Estudantes de Medicina’ promoted the
3rd edition of “Aldeia Feliz”, giving medical support to
almost

200

Cabreiros,
and

elderly

Cabana

National

these

home

screenings,
conditions

all

of

Park.

as

visits

them

as

in

included
of

assessment
well

the

the

villages

Cabreiro,

During

identification

mobility,

of

Senharei,

Maior,

Gerês

and

people

Soajo,

the
four

Penedadays,

cardiovascular

health
of

of

Sistelo,

the

dependence

problems
living
level

of

the elderly in question.

U-Bike.UMinho Project

The U-Bike Portugal Project falls within the scope of the Portugal
2020 programme. The purpose is to promote more sustainable
mobility habits with the help of electric and conventional bikes to
public university and higher level institutions. UMinho received 340
units, most of them electric. The project also anticipates awareness-

Guilherme Pereira appointed pro-rector

raising initiatives for the benefits of adopting the use of bikes.

Guilherme A. B. Pereira is an Associate Professor with the
Department of Production and Systems of the School of
Engineering and researcher at the Algoritmi Centre. He
took office on the 20th of September as Pro-Rector being
his main purpose to Institutional Assessment.
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III International Conference on Transportation Geotechnics

The event aimed at reflecting on the growing requirements of infrastructure
in societies. The topics covered in this 3rd edition included the relevance of the
geotechnical performance in the terrestrial transport infrastructures in order to
create safe, economical and environmentally viable structures. The conference took
place in Guimarães and received more than 300 communications from around 50
countries.

HASLab
launches
new
application SafeCloud Photos
High-Assurance

Software

Laboratory,

Research Centre in Reliable Software,

09

2016
September

The Chinese Science
Academy visits UMinho
The purpose of this visit, headed by president Bai
Chunli, had in mind the cooperation in science,
technology and innovation between the two
institutions. The programme includes several
visits and meetings supervised by the president
of the Foundation for Science and Technology
(FCT), Paulo Ferrão.
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organized the 3rd edition of the Open Day
HASLab, to present the ultimate results in
research and a new mobile app – SafeCloud
Photos – which aims to be the safest in the
market, by assuring maximum privacy
and safety of any uploaded photos.

Bolsa NARSAD Young
para investigadora do ICVS

Investigator

Neide Vieira has been developing a work that helps
to

understand

homeostasis

how
can

defects

in

negatively

protein
influence

cognition and synaptic plasticity, situations underlying
aging
stress

processes,
related

diseases.

and
The

grant

chronic
is

awarded

by the scientific board of the Brain & Behavior
Research Foundation, New York.

Biotechnology European Week

The Closing of the National Ceremonies took place at the UMinho’s
Institute for Bio-Sustainability, at Gualtar campus. The event was
organized by P-Bio – Associação Portuguesa de Bioindústrias and
Centro de Engenharia Biológica and counted upon the high patronage
of the Portuguese Republic Presidency. The initiative discussed the
potentialities of industrial Biotechnology in the replacement of
conventional processes of the chemistry industry by biotechnological

Prize “International
Optometrist of the Year”

José González-Méijome, professor at the School of Sciences, was
awarded the International Prize Optometrist of 2016, one of the
worldwide greatest recognitions in this field, granted by the Universitat
Politècnica de Catalunya. The prize distinguishes, among other aspects,
the scientist curriculum, the number of publications and patents
registered, as well as the impact of his/her work on society.

processes and in the production of several added-value products.

52

Inauguration of the UMinho Library in Azurém

10

2016
October

The official ceremony was held on 27th
October
Uminho

in

the

Library

new
in

building

of

Guimarães.

the
The

ceremony counted with the presence of
Maria Fernanda Rollo, Secretary of State
for Science and Higher Education and
included one Open in Action @ Uminho
session, integrated within the scope of
International Open Access Week.

Youth and Feminism at the School of
Economics and Management
During the Euro-Ibero-American Youth Forum - Braga 2016, Alfredo Pérez Bravo, Mexican
Ambassador in Portugal visited the School of Economics and Management and lectured on
“Mexico - Portugal’s New Partner”. The Study Centre for the Degree in International
Relations also promoted the round table “Política no Feminino” (Politics in Feminine
Gender), with the intervention of Catarina Martins, member of parliament and coordinator of
the political party Bloco de Esquerda.
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UMinho underwrites Magna Charta Universitatum

The President of the Republic in the Forum “A New Future”

The declaration was signed during the annual meeting of the

The Forum took place at the Salão Medieval da UMinho, in Braga –

Observatório Magna Charta Universitatum, in São Paulo, Brazil. Over

during the Euro-Ibero-American Youth Forum. Marcelo Rebelo de

800 universities of 85 countries have already signed the document,

Sousa was present and there was the public presentation of the

committing to the values of university autonomy, freedom of

document “Braga 2016 – Um novo futuro para a juventude ibero-

research

americana” (Braga 2016 – A New Future for the Ibero-American Youth).

between

and

teaching,

teaching

and

humanitarian

values

research,

indissociability
as
and

well

as
the

openness to other cultures.

School of Medicine
The 16th anniversary celebration
of the School has been marked by
a change in designation – it is
now called School of Medicine of
UMinho.

Teaching

staff,

students, staff in general among
others

witnessed

16

years

of

memories and history of our
school

and,

as

usual,

congratulated the young medical
graduates.
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III Ethics Forum of UMinho
The forum promoted the analysis, reflection and discussion among the whole academic
community of UMinho regarding the role of Ethics, with special emphasis on ethical
behaviour in projects and activities of interaction of the university and the society,
clarifying on the role of the subcommittees for Life and Health Sciences and for Social
and Human Sciences, in order to gather opinions about fundraising opportunities.

Autumn Festival

The programme gave special attention to
different

artistic

expressions,

instilling

new cultural habits and offering a broader
knowledge of different cultures, in particular
the new students of UMinho. Among the

10

2016
October

several

initiatives,

there

were

concerts,

clubbing, workshops, talks and guided visits,
and counted with the support of Braga 2016 –
Euro-Ibero-American Youth Forum and of
the Municipality of Guimarães.

Janssen

ICVS Researchers Win Janssen Innovation Prize
This prize was handed over by former
President of the Republic Jorge Sampaio and
by the Minister of Science, Technology and
Higher Education, Manuel Heitor, in a
ceremony held at Universidade Católica, in

Rectors from Estonia visit UMinho
Rector

António

M.

Cunha

and

the

representatives of the UMinho Schools
and

Institutes

welcomed

on

the

7th

October an Estonian committee that visited
a few of the university infrastructures.

Lisbon. The prized team, headed by John
Sotiropoulos,

demonstrated

that

chronic

stress provokes mechanisms that lead to
neuronal disorder, aggravating Alzheimer.
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Colóquio de Outono

2016
November

11

During the celebrations of the 500 years
of Thomas More’s Utopia, the 18th edition
of the ‘Colóquio de Outono’, organized
by the Centro de Estudos Humanísticos
(Centre

for

Humanistic

Studies),

was

held on 17-18th November, whose key topic
was “Outros Lugares: Utopias, distopias,
heterotopias”

(Other

Places:

Utopias,

Dystopias, Heterotopias).

Lloyd Braga Chair

The distinction was awarded to Aaron Williamson, of the Centre for
Performance Science of the Royal College of Music, United Kingdom.
The Open Classroom, during which the patron was also distinguished,
referred the scope and the extent of music effects as well as the
connection between music and our biological systems, which regulate
our mental health, our immune function, and our well-being.
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Startup of UMinho among the most promising in the
world

1st Portuguese Congress of Virtual Construction
Over two hundred researchers and professionals and the universities
of Minho, Porto, and Lisbon, as well as the Ordem dos Engenheiros

SilicoLife, a company with origin in the School of Engineering, is the

e dos Arquitetos met together within a common ground to discussion

15th most promising company of the world in the field of bio-

and

economy and the sole Portuguese company among the 40 top

adapt

the

construction.
virtual

reality,

costs,

an

national
The

legislation

development
can

adequate

lead

when
of

it

comes

models,

to

planning

sustainability to build any infrastructure.

the
and

to

virtual

navigable

via

companies. The ranking of publications like “The Digest” or “Nuu”

of

was announced on 4th November in California, USA, after over 100.000

greater

assessments by experts and readers. The list highlights innovation in

reduction
a

biotechnology and its impacts on chemistry, nutrition, materials and
genetics, among other fields.

Nobel
Prize
for
Medicine
participated in the ICVS nternational
Seminars
Harald zur Hausenm wished to be present at
the ICVS International Seminars with a
lecture on the new infectious agents and
their role in cancer and neurodegenerative
diseases. Professor Harald zur Hausen was
awarded the Nobel Prize for Physiology or
Medicine in 2008, for his discovery of human
papilloma viruses (HPV) causing cervical
cancer.
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2016
November

Inauguration of DONE Lab
The laboratory is fitted with state-ofthe-art

equipment

for

the

additive

manufacture of prototypes and tools. This
Lab

was

inaugurated

on

the

28th

November, in the campus of Azurém,
Guimarães,

as

a result from a partnership between
UMinho and Bosch Car Multimedia.
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Affiliation of UMinho to the
University and Research Leadership
Forum
Both the leaders and the organisations involved in this network
wish to develop innovation, productivity and prosperity strategies
for their nations, regions or cities. This years’ meeting was held in
London, simultaneously to the World Summit on Innovation, an
annual event organized by the Global Federation of Competitiveness
Councils, focusing on competitiveness and sustainable cities.

Excellence Centre in Regenerative
Medicine and Precision with European
Funding

‘The
Discoveries’
results
from
a
partnershipbetween five local universities –
Minho, Porto, Aveiro, Lisboa, and Nova de
Lisboa, and University College London, UK.
The multidisciplinary research aims the
prevention and treatment of musculoskeletal
diseases,
neurodegenerative
disorders
and cardiovascular diseases. This project,
under the leadership of Rui L. Reis, will
be granted a 15 million Euro investment
within the Teaming programme.

StartPoint@UM – Orienta o teu futuro
The sixth edition of the initiative Liftoff – Gabinete do Empreendedor
e do GIP – Gabinete de Inserção Profissional da AAUM was held in
Gualtar, Braga, on 9–10th November. It promoted the direct contact
between the academic community and labour market, suggesting
opportunities, developing skills and networking with the participants.
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Carlos Moedas visits UMinho
The European Commissioner for Research, Science and Innovation
visited UMinho from 19th to 20th December, visiting a few
research centres and keeping several meetings both with scientists
and students. Part of this visit was the debate on “A União
Europeia,

desafios

presentes

e

o

papel

das

próximas

gerações” (European Union, Present Challenges and the Role of
the Next Generations).

12

2016
December

Scientists of UMinho are
granted scholarships from the
European Research Council
(ERC).
Scholarships for Career Consolidation, granted annually by
the ERC, are among the most prestigious in Europe.
Scientists

Alexandra

Marques

and

Ana

Rita

Duarte,

researchers of “Grupo 3B’s – Biomateriais, Biodegradáveis e
Biomiméticos”

(3Bs

Research

Group

in

Biomaterials,

Biodegradable and Biomimetics), received each a two million
Euro funding, which will be used during the next five years
to develop 3D skin models and study next generation
solvents, respectively.
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10th Anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights
of Disabled People

UMinho,

through

the

Gabinete

para

a

Inclusão (Office for Inclusion), celebrated
the occasion on the 13th December with a
series of lectures and debates about the
rights

of

disabled

discrimination,

people.

disrespect

Subjects
and

as

violence

against the disabled were only a few of the
discussed topics.
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